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One diver, after a seemingly brief period below the surface, discovers that his gas supply has run

perilously low. Another, paralyzed, bobs helplessly on the surface, and when a poorly trained

divemaster attempts rescue, things go from bad to worse. Two other divers, fascinated by the

bountiful undersea life of the Caribbean, fail to notice that a powerful current is sweeping them

rapidly away from their unattended boat. These are just a few of the true stories youâ€™ll find in

Diver Down, most of them involving diver error and resulting in serious injury or death. Each of

these tales is accompanied by an in-depth analysis of what went wrong and how you can recognize,

avoid, and respond to similar underwater calamities. This unique survival guide explores the gamut

of diving situations, including cave and wreck diving, deep-water dives, river and drift diving,

decompression sickness, and much more. It shows you how to prevent tragic mishaps through: 

Inspection and maintenance of primary and secondary diving gear Learning and following

established safety protocols Confirming the training and credentials of diving professionals

Practicing emergency responses under real-world conditions
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One might consider this book by Michel Ange, who is Technical Editor of Scuba Diving Magazine, a

downer as someone dies in almost every chapter. That's because Ange presents a series of case

studies of diving gone wrong. Each chapter tackles a specific issue and tells the story on how

something went wrong during a scuba dive, often with deadly consequences. The stories are real,

though names and places have been changed so as to preserve the privacy of those involved.While



Ange's book presents some harrowing evidence that our sport can be dangerous and deadly, we

must consider that this applies to almost any sport, and even to life in general. More accidents

happen in bathrooms than anywhere else, and no one would consider them especially dangerous or

deadly places. The value in Diver Down is that it describes what CAN go wrong if rules are not

observed and common sense does not prevail. That is the gist and primary value of this book, to

point out what can go wrong if we do not pay attention, become over-confident, or cut corners.Each

chapter is dedicated to a single topic: Nitrox, trimix, over-confidence, lack of experience, cave

diving, wreck diving, decompression sickness, dry suits, lack of maintenance, navigation,

rebreathers, following rules, and so on. Ange presents a scenario, describes what happenes, often

to the bitter end, then analyzes the situation and closes the chapter with a set of rules on how the

accident could have been avoided.What makes the book extra valuable is the technical

explanations inserted into each chapter. They explain, in plain English, the underlying concepts,

physics, and technology. Likewise, the book's lenghty introduction serves as a Scuba 101 course

(and is actually named "Scuba 101").

If you already are, or hope to be a certified scuba diver -- or for that matter -- are just a snorkeler,

this book could save your life. Michael Ange's Diver Down, Real-World Scuba Accidents How to

Avoid Them should be required reading for ALL divers and divers-to-be. No diver among us is so

proficient that this book won't make him more aware of the many mishaps that can befall divers in

ways beyond our imagination. Take the dive master who ducked under the dive boat in heaving

seas to cut heavy tangled monofilament from the boat's propeller. Simple enough, right? Yup, until a

flailing hook on that line goes through his hand and he can't cut the wire leader and finds himself

minutes away from death because his air is running out.Or what about the 35-year-old women on a

shallow water river drift dive who are so exhuberant that they let the currents pull them downstream

far from their group with their dive flag and end up under a pontoon boat who's churning propeller

could instantly do them in.Or how about the two pro cave divers with a novice on the end of the

cave dive line and when they turn the dive he leads them back the way they came but being

untrained he gets himself off into a side tunnel because he didn't know what a gapped life line

meant, while the others go out only to find him missing....permanently.Ange shows us one fatal or

near fatal accident after another and analyzes the often small but fatally critical mistakes divers

make. Read these lessons and remember them. They could save you or your dive buddy from

serious troubles. I have made over 5,000 dives in my lifetime and know the value of this book. I

wrote the book The Cave Divers back in 1976 long before any training program to save divers from



killing themselves in caves.
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